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stands on a little stream, the Dalpani. In ancient
times this shrine and the once populous lands around
were undoubtedly connected with the western end of
Assam by the stupendous raised roadway from Kama-
tapur (Cooch Behar) through Narainpur to the extreme
east of Assam, and also presumably to the cities just
alluded to, long stretches of which are still in use.
Several generations have now passed away since the
votaries of these temples were numerous enough to
keep the roads leading to them open. The Tamasari
Mai was dedicated to Kamakhya and the Yoni ; but
Shiva and the Lingam were also worshipped with
all barbarous rites, including human sacrifices, which
latter obtained it is known in the early part of the
nineteenth century. In 1850 Hannay knew of certain
families living near Sadiya who for generations past
had been specially set aside to provide the doubtful
honour of becoming victims to the dread Goddess.
He gives a detailed description of the size and shape
of this temple, speaks of the well-hewn blocks of
granite of which it is built, and from the fact that
in one part he finds a thin layer of mortar between
the bricks composing the upper part, he assumes the
ancient shrine to have been rebuilt about the time
of the Brahminical revival, namely, about the middle
of the fifteenth century. The doorway appears to
have been elaborately carved, and in front stood an
elephant carved out of a huge block of porphyritic
granite of a hardness which must have required
well-tempered tools to work with. Tradition says
the tusks, no longer existent, were of silver. The
whole is surrounded by a brick terrace which is
ornamented with tiles let in, having stamped apon